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Find Your Hero with the
return of Disney On Ice

Disney On Ice returns to Birmingham in the
autumn with a brand-new family-friendly
adventure.

Boasting ‘cutting-edge figure-skating, eye-
catching costumes, stunning set designs,
innovative lighting, thrilling special effects
and high-flying jumps’, Find Your Hero
skates into the city’s bp pulse LIVE arena
from Wednesday 29 October to Sunday 9
November. Its cast of beloved characters
includes Mickey Mouse, Moana & Maui,
Anna, Elsa & Olaf from Frozen, The Little
Mermaid and Rapunzel. To find out more and
book your ticket, visit disneyonice.co.uk

Avoncroft Museum hosts
open-air art competition
Popular Worcestershire

visitor attraction Avoncroft

Museum is hosting an

open-air art competition

on Sunday 13 July.

Participants can set up

their equipment wherever

they choose across the

venue’s 19 acres of countryside, produce their
artwork, and then bring their completed
piece to a public exhibition in the autumn.
To find out more, visit avoncroft.org.uk
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Bryan Adams joins line-up
for Warwick Castle Live

Bryan Adams has been added to the line-up
for next month’s Warwick Castle Live series
of concerts.

The Canadian singer will perform in the
grounds of the iconic visitor attraction on
Thursday 28 August, with Melanie C making
a special guest appearance. Previously
announced acts taking part in the three-day
event are Texas (Friday the 29th) and Pet
Shop Boys (Saturday the 30th). To check out
ticket availability, visit
warwickcastlelive.co.uk

World premiere of Poor to
transfer to the Belgrade

Coventry’s Belgrade Theatre will next spring
present a brand-new stage adaptation of
novelist Katriona O’Sullivan’s bestselling
memoir, Poor. Charting Katriona’s journey,
from a childhood of poverty in Coventry and
Birmingham, to a position as a leading
academic, the production will show at the
venue next May.

A century of puppetry to
be celebrated in Coventry

The Belgrade

Theatre is

hosting

Coventry Puppet

Festival at the

end of the

month.

The family-friendly event, celebrating a
century of British puppetry and taking place
on Tuesday 29 July, will feature live
performances, variety acts, hands-on
workshops and talks. For more information
and tickets, visit belgrade.co.uk

New Giants exhibition
coming to the Midlands

A new exhibition, in which visitors get to
encounter the ‘awe-inspiring creatures’ that
roamed the Earth after the extinction of the
dinosaurs, will open at Birmingham Museum
& Art Gallery on Saturday 2 August.
Featuring life-sized 3D models and nearly
complete skeletons, Giants includes
interactive elements that allow visitors to
step into the shoes of palaeontologists and
biologists, engaging with the scientific
processes behind fossil discovery and
reconstruction. For further information, visit
birminghammuseums.org.uk

Women In Rock heading
to Malvern Theatres

The critically acclaimed UK tour of Women In
Rock is coming to Worcestershire.
Celebrating ‘the sensationally strong female
leaders of rock’, including Blondie, Suzi
Quatro, Janis Joplin, Pink, Kiki Dee, Bonnie
Tyler and Cher, the show visits Malvern’s
Forum Theatre on Sunday 13 July.

To find out more and book tickets, visit the
website at malvern-theatres.co.uk

Sense & Sensibility on
stage at Worcester venue

The Worcester Repertory Company is this
month presenting a new stage adaptation of
Jane Austen’s Sense & Sensibility, in
celebration of the author’s 250th birthday.
The show takes place in the grounds of The
Commandery from Thursday 10 to Sunday 20
July. Tickets are available via
worcestertheatres.co.uk

Image: The Three Musketeers, Worcester Repertory Company 2e24



Midlands date for
Dita Von Teese

The ‘queen of burlesque’, Dita
Von Teese, is bringing ‘her
most enchanting show to date’
to Birmingham early next year
(The Alexandra, Wednesday 4
& Thursday 5 February).

Titled Nocturnelle, the
production sees Dita taking
inspiration from the magicians
of the 19th century to conjure a
world of wonder where
sensuality meets magic’.

To find out more and book your
seat, visit myticket.co.uk

Benson Boone to
play Utilita Arena

Benson Boone is bringing his
American Heart tour to
Birmingham in the autumn.
The Grammy-nominated pop
star will play Utilita Arena on
Saturday 1 November.
Tickets can be purchased by
visiting the venue’s website.

Twilight in concert
at Symphony Hall

The first-ever Twilight movie
will be screened by candlelight
at Birmingham’s Symphony
Hall early next year, to mark
the 20th anniversary of the
publication of the first Twilight
book. The screening will take
place alongside a 12-piece
ensemble of rock and
orchestral musicians, who will
be playing the film’s score in
perfect synchronisation with
the movie. Twilight In Concert
stops off at the venue on
Sunday 8 February.

To book your seat, visit the
website at ticketmaster.co.uk

RSC announces its 2025/26 season of Stratford shows

New productions of Henry V and Cyrano de
Bergerac - the latter starring Birmingham-born
actor Adrian Lester (pictured) - form part of the

Royal Shakespeare Company’s (RSC) programme
¢ world around us. From illuminating and daring
i classical productions to inventive and socially

i resonant new writing, this season isa

¢ celebration of globally inspired stories,

: thrillingly told by the most exciting theatre

¢ artists of today.” To check out the RSC’s

: complete season of productions, visit rsc.org.uk

of entertainment for its 2025/26 season.

A new two-part production of The Forsyte Saga
also features, as does a new version of Macbeth
and a new musical entitled The Boy Who
Harnessed The Wind.

Commenting on the line-up of shows, RSC Co-
Artistic Directors Tamara Harvey and Daniel

¢ Evans said: “Since embarking on this journey
: together, our guiding principle has been to seek
: out bold and exciting works which deepen our

understanding of ourselves, each other and the

Locomotives to star at Severn Valley
Railway’s Railway 200 special event

Two narrow-gauge locomotives will be included in the line-up
for the Severn Valley Railway’s Railway 200: Trains Through
The Ages event (Saturday 5 & Sunday 6 July).

‘Chaloner’, from the Ffestiniog & Welsh Highland Railway, will
appear alongside ‘Holy War’, from the Bala Lake Railway.
Both will run on specially installed temporary tracks at
Highley’s Engine House Visitor Centre, offering footplate rides
to visitors. For more information and tickets, visit svr.co.uk

The latest edition of Fire &
Dust, Coventry’s longest-
running spoken-word event,
takes place at the city’s
Belgrade Theatre on Friday 11
July. Along with a number of
three-minute open-mic slots,
the show will also include a
headline set from Coventry
Poet Laureate John Bernard.
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Fun and frolics as Slava
returns to the region

The award-winning Slava’s Snow Show will
return to the Midlands in the autumn.

The hit production, which bagged an Olivier
Award for Best Entertainment way back in
1998, is described by its official publicity as
‘a visual and musical extravaganza, offering
a dream-like vision that overflows with
theatrical magic and humorous antics’.

The show stops off at Birmingham theatre
The Alexandra from Tuesday 11 to Saturday
15 November as part of a UK tour.

To find out more and book tickets, visit the
production’s website at slavasnowshow.com

Comedy star takes The
Cat’s Pyjamas on tour

Griff Rhys Jones will

visit three West

Midlands venues this

autumn as part of the

second leg of his

critically acclaimed

tour, The Cat’s

Pyjamas. The much-

loved comedian, writer, actor & television
presenter stops off at Shrewsbury’s Theatre
Severn on Tuesday 14 October, then returns
to the region at Malvern Theatres on Sunday
2 November and Coventry’s Warwick Arts
Centre on Thursday 13 November.

For further information, visit the website of
the relevant theatre.

Veterans invited to share
stories for new exhibition

Veterans from the 1950s to the present day
are being invited to share their stories as
part of a project that will see a new
exhibition celebrating Worcestershire’s
military history being opened at local visitor
attraction The Commandery.

Further information is available by visiting

worcestershireandmercianregimentmuseum.

org
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Mean Girls The Musical headlng for the Midlands

The award-winning Mean Girls The Musical
will make a stop-off at Wolverhampton’s
Grand Theatre next summer as part of a UK
tour. The hit show, which is based on the
much-loved Paramount Pictures film of the
same name, runs at the venue from Tuesday

i 23 to Saturday 27 June 2026.

¢ For further information and tickets, visit

i grandtheatre.co.uk. The show will also be

: visiting Birmingham and Stoke-on-Trent, on
: as-yet-unconfirmed dates.

Ex Cathedra announces
2025/26 concert season

Birmingham choir Ex Cathedra’s 2025/26
concert season will boast a strong French
flavour. Alongside a performance of
Durufle’s Requiem, the programme also
includes Daniel-Lesur’s impressionistic
masterpiece Le Cantique des cantiques and
works by Michel-Richard de Laland. As
usual, Artistic Director Jeffrey Skidmore will
conduct the majority of the season,
including two much-loved works by JS Bach
(his Christmas Oratorio and St John Passion)
and the hugely popular Christmas Music By
Candlelight concerts. To check out the whole
season, visit the website at excathedra.co.uk

West Midlands dates for

all-male theatre favourites

The Lord

Chamberlain’s

Men are out and

about in the West

Midlands this

month,

presenting their

production of Shakespeare’s ‘greatest
romantic comedy’, Twelfth Night.

After giving a performance at Lichfield
Cathedral as part of the Lichfield Festival on
Tuesday 8 July, the all-male theatre company
then make a stop-off at Coughton Court
three days later, on Friday the 11th. Further

performances in the region during July take
place at Shrewsbury Castle, on Tuesday the
29th & Wednesday the 3o0th, and Bantock
House & Gardens on the final day of the
month. The boys then return to the region at
Alderford Lake, Whitchurch, on Tuesday 12
August. To find out more, visit tlcm.co.uk

River Festival Coventry to
make an autumn return

The 2025 River Festival Coventry will take
place on Saturday 20 & Sunday 21
September.

Located at FarGo Village, the annual event is
a celebration of the River Sherbourne -
which flows through Coventry - and features
theatrical performances, live music,
storytelling sessions, guided river walks,
interactive crafts and workshops. To find out
more, visit sherbournevalley.co.uk

New culinary destination
opens in Leamington Spa

A new culinary destination has opened at
Mallory Court Country House Hotel & Spa in
Leamington.

Taking the name The Warwick, the
restaurant combines ‘refined British dining
with a contemporary aesthetic’ and is led by
award-winning chef Stu Deeley. More
information is available by visiting the
venue's website at mallory.co.uk
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Peacemakers events to
celebrate anniversaries

The University of Warwick’s School of
Modern Languages & Cultures is
collaborating with Coventry Cathedral to
present a series of events marking the
university’s 6oth birthday and the 8oth
anniversary of the end of World War Two.
Celebrating how ‘intercultural awareness
and empathy for others, developed through
learning languages, can be a conduit for
peace and diplomacy’, the events are free to
attend and will be held between this month
and the autumn.

For further information, visit warwick.ac.uk

Scholarship named after
late ELO musician Tandy

Royal Birmingham Conservatoire (RBC) has
named a scholarship after Richard Tandy,
the former Electric Light Orchestra
keyboardist who died last year at the age of
76. The scholarship will support first-year
undergraduates who are studying keyboard,
piano or guitar.

Later this year, RBC will also open the
Richard Tandy Production Suite, containing
instruments, music equipment and
memorabilia donated by his family.

For more information, visit the website at
bcu.ac.uk/conservatoire

Museum tribute to Ozzy

Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery is
currently paying tribute to Ozzy Osbourne
courtesy of a special exhibition. Available to
view at the venue until Sunday 28
September, Working Class Hero showcases
0Ozzy’s most prestigious international
honours alongside photographs and videos
telling his life story. The exhibition coincides
with Ozzy’s final Black Sabbath gig, which
takes place at Villa Park - back in Aston,
where he grew up - on Saturday 5 July.

Black Sabbath fans can also enjoy a free
outdoor photography exhibition, celebrating
their heroes, in Victoria Square, and a 40-
metre-long artwork on Navigation Street,
outside New Street Station, created by
renowned spray artist Mr Murals.
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Make a summer splash and ride The Wave in Coventry

One of the UK’s largest indoor waterparks is
offering families the chance to make a real
splash this summer.

Open every day during the school holiday for
three two-hour sessions, award-winning
Coventry venue The Wave features six epic
slides, ‘boasting everything from the
disappearing floor of The Torrent, to a high-

i speed rollercoaster ride on The Rapids’.

i Younger visitors can enjoy The Reef, a large
splash-pad featuring jets, sprays and slides,
: while The Wave Pool - churning 20 million

i litres of water every day - provides chill-

i seekers with an opportunity to ride the

i waves. To find out more about the venue,

: visit its website at thewavecoventry.com

Theatre company to visit
Droitwich - four times!

Outdoor-theatre specialists Illyria are
making four stop-offs at Worcestershire’s
Hanbury Hall next month.

After presenting a production of Pride &
Prejudice there on Saturday 2 August, they
then return to the venue exactly a week
later, on the gth, with their stage adaptation
of The Wind In The Willows. They’re back at
the Hall yet again on Saturday the 23rd, to
perform HMS Pinafore, and then make a
final August visit to the venue on Saturday
the 3oth with The Merry Wives Of Windsor.
To find out more, including details of
Illyria’s various other West Midlands
engagements, visit illyria.co.uk

Howzat! The Hundred set
for an Edgbaston return

Much-loved cricket competition The
Hundred makes a highly anticipated return
at Edgbaston Stadium next month.

Home team Birmingham Phoenix’s 2025
campaign gets underway at the venue on

Friday 8 August with a local derby against
Trent Rockets. As usual, the event will bring
together live music, top DJs, street food and
world-class cricket.

Each matchday in the competition will
feature both men’s and women'’s games,
played back-to-back.

To find out more, including further details
about all of Birmingham Phoenix’s matches,
go to thehundred.com/tickets

Celebrating Sir James
Thornhill at Hanbury Hall

Hanbury Hall’s exhibition celebrating the
life and work of Sir James Thornhill will
remain available to view until Friday 25 July.
Sir James is the artist behind the
Worcestershire venue’s magnificent painted
staircase. Displaying scenes from Greek
mythology, the paintings were the main
reason why the National Trust acquired the
property, as it made Hanbury Hall stand out
among other grand houses in the area.

The exhibition is marking the 350th
anniversary of Sir James’ birth.
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by Steve Adams

An award-winning play featuring four generations of women from the same Northern Irish family
premieres in Coventry this month. A jet-black comedy about ‘mothers, love and food’, Consumed also
has a lot to say about mental health, addiction and the long-term effects of conflict - as its writer, Karis

Kelly, explains to What’s On...

Winner of the Women’s Prize for Playwriting
2022, Consumed is a black comedy that sees
four generations of Northern Irish women
begrudgingly reunited for a goth birthday
party that highlights how national identity,
dysfunctional family dynamics and
generational trauma can manifest themselves
in emotional and mental health issues.
Which doesn’t sound much of a laugh - but
playwright Karis Kelly, who has written for
TV shows including Hope Street, Period Piece
and The Break, is keen to set the record
straight.

“I don’t want to depress anyone!” she laughs.
“My style is very much dark comedy, and I
love making people laugh. I think that’s a
very specifically Northern Irish experience -
finding humour in even the darkest of
moments and making people laugh because
otherwise you might cry. That’s very much
the style of the piece - it’s dealing with heavy
themes but in a way that keeps the audience
laughing - and I hope the ending is
sufficiently uplifting.”

Judges for the 2022 Women’s Prize for
Playwriting certainly thought so, choosing
her script ahead of more than 850 other
entries.

The success came at a time when Karis was
seriously contemplating a change of
direction. As was the case for many people,
the Covid pandemic forced her to consider a
career away from the arts: “I'd decided to
step away from playwriting because it felt
like a really difficult world to make work, so
when [ sat down and started to write
Consumed, I was writing it more to
understand myself and to understand the
world - just to express something.

“It was a first or second draft that I submitted
for the prize. [ knew it was a play that had to
be staged, so Idid it just to get some
feedback. At every stage when it got
announced - for the long list, the short list,
and then when I won - I was honestly, and
still am, completely blown away.”

During Covid she’d considered retraining to
become a therapist “because I’'m really
interested in people”, but the award win
proved an instant fillip.

“I was really despondent and thinking I'm
not going to carry on writing. Winning the
Women’s Prize was a little spark of hope in
quite a difficult time and has changed my
career completely, so I'm really, really
grateful for it.”

. The competition is produced by Ellie Keel

. and touring theatre company Paines Plough,
. with the winning script guaranteed to be put
- into production by the latter. The

. involvement of the acclaimed company -

which recently relocated to Coventry’s
Belgrade Theatre - is one of a number of
happy coincidences for Karis, who interned
in its literary department while a student.
“I"'mdelighted to have the play produced by
Paines Plough, because they’re such a
gorgeous company and an amazing team. I
feel really celebrated by them. It’s so full
circle, and there are lots of gorgeous
synchronistic moments to this production -
we’re also rehearsing at the London Irish

Centre, and I grew up going to lots of cultural :

events there.”

Speaking of growing up, Karis was born and
raised in London but considers herself Irish,
as her parents are from Bangor in Northern
Ireland (“they left during the conflict”). The
Kelly family dynamic, and the associated
impact of displacement (all have since
returned to Bangor) partly inspired the play,
as well as her own diagnosis with Obsessive
Compulsive Disorder (OCD).

“My parents are mixed marriage - my mum is
Protestant, my dad is Catholic. That meant I
always sat in the middle and held two sides
of an argument at all times, and was able to
recognise nuance and hold two truths at
once.

“I sat down to start writing and the four
characters [all with their own truths| came to
me very quickly. But then the pandemic hit,
and during that time I was diagnosed with
OCD, which is often depicted as
germaphobia, but that’s not how mine was
manifesting. So that set me on a journey to
thinkaboutwhere it had come from.”
Through research into transgenerational
trauma, Karis discovered how individuals
can be affected by things that happened
generations before. This in turn made her
trace the history of OCD in her own family,
which she believes is based around a need
for control and stretches back to the potato
famine in the mid-1800s.

“I started to really think about all of those
aspects and the things that we carry in our
bodies and the history that’s passed through
our lineage and how that expresses itself in
either mental health difficulties or

- compulsive behaviours or addictions. That’s
- what inspired the play.”

Even as the first performances approach,
Karis says the piece is still evolving, not only
because it looks at “the long-ranging effects
of conflict and how they seed themselves in
your DNA” but also because of the impact of
wars currently raging around the globe.
“The world has shifted so much even from
when I won the Women’s Prize, so the story
has become strangely pertinent. We’re still
developing it and finding new things to
express all the time.”

That said, at its heart, the play is very much
about mothers and daughters: “It’s four
generations of a matriarchal line, and it looks
at the expression of addiction and OCD
through food and consumption, and it does
that all centred around the dinner table at a
goth birthday party.”

. Making it all about mothers and daughters
' means the story is a universal one, she says,

and although it’s written specifically about

- Irish and Northern Irish women, most people
- who have read or will see it should instantly

recognise the family dynamic: “It’s not just
for mothers and daughters; it’s for husbands

- and sons and people who love women... It’s
- really reflective of the relationships and

dynamics within families. I think that’s what

. drew the judges of the Women’s Prize to it -
. they were like ‘that’s me, that’s my mum,

’

that’s my grandmother.

. Premiering the play in Coventry, which has a
- big Irish population, and where Roddy
Doyle’s male-centric Irish play Two Pints was

a recent hit, is also appealing, she admits.

- “I'm delighted that there’s such a huge
- contingency of Irish people living in

Coventry, who probably have very similar

. experience to me - people who have grown
- up in Irish households and maybe are both

English and Irish, or feel Irish. Those
complicated relationships are definitely

- expressed in the play. For instance, there’s a
- character who’s grown up in London but

considers herself Irish, so hopefully they’ll

. all see stuff that they resonate with.”

R

~ Consumed shows as part of Coventry

Belgrade Theatre’s See It First Festival on
Friday 25 & Saturday 26 July.

The production then returns to the venue
- from Wednesday 3 to Saturday 6

September
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‘PURE PLEASURE’' THE GUARDIAN
ARMONICO e e s

%k %k k BBC MUSIC MAGAZINE

CONSORT

Tickets: www.armonico.org.uk Regseed cray no. 1103159 ﬁ X o d.

J.S. Bach Mass in B Minor

ARMONICO CONSORT & BAROQUE ORCHESTRA
DIRECTOR | CHRISTOPHER MONKS

Composed over the final 25 years of his life and completed just one year before he
died, the Mass is scattered with music and references that Bach considered to be his
best work, or movements which he had allowed to develop over time and had returned
to ‘perfect’ at a later date.

27th September 2025 7.30pm, Collegiate Church of St Mary, Warwick
Tickets: www.armonico.org.uk 01926 334418

28th September 2025 7.30pm, Malvern Theatres, Worcestershire
Tickets: www.malvern-theatres.co.uk 01684 892277
Warwick performance is generously supported by John Cook, Braunston Marina,

and Rosemary Holding Malvern Theatres performance is generously sponsored by
John Osborn CBE.

14 whatsonlive.co.uk

Tickets only:
~  £10 supporter
—  £7.50 standard
«  £5subsidised
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Birmingham Bach Choir: La Belle France

Great Malvern Priory, Sat 5 July

One of the city's oldest and most
distinguished musical groups, Birmingham
Bach Choir here gets its teeth into a
selection of beautiful French music.

The programme features Poulenc’s
Chansons Francaises, Debussy’s Trois
Chansons de Charles d’Orleans, and two

CBSO & The Orchestral
Qawwali Project

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, Sat 19 July

Symphony orchestra, Sufi poetry and
classical dance is the winning combination
powering the genre-defying Orchestral
Qawwali Project.

Returning to Symphony Hall following a sell-

out performance two years ago, the project -
which is written & directed by critically
acclaimed composer Rushil Ranjan - brings
together rich orchestral arrangements (here
performed by the City of Birmingham
Symphony Orchestra) with the soaring and
effortless vocals of Abi Sampa.
Prize-winning conductor Melvin Tay is the
man at the helm. The ever-brilliant CBSO
Chorus lend their voices to proceedings.

works by Fauré - Cantique de Jean Racine
and his famous Requiem.

Solo French organ pieces, plus the premiere
of a short work by Russell Hepplewhite
enitled Song Of Flight, are also included.
Paul Spicer is the conductor, Martyn Rawles
the organist.

Sir Willard White &
The Brodsky Quartet

Lichfield Cathedral, Thurs 17 July

Two great names in classical music here
join forces to present an eclectic evening of
musicmaking featuring jazz and classical
works, musical theatre numbers and
evergreen pop standards.

Highlights of the concert, which is being
presented as part of the Lichfield Festival,
include a rendition of O’ Man River,
spirituals and folksongs, music from Porgy
& Bess, and a performance of the oft-
recorded My Way.

The concert marks the end of the Brodsky
Quartet’s critically acclaimed three-year
Lichfield Festival residency.

Armonico Consort

Warwick Hall, King’s High School,

Tues 15 July

Founded in 2001 by organist & conductor
Christopher Monks - and using authentic
period instruments - Warwick-based
baroque consort Armonico here turn their
talents to the task of performing a concert
of music inspired by epic medieval poem
Beowulf. They are joined for the occasion
by 250 children from AC Academy schools
and choirs, former Royal Harpist Alis
Huws and keyboardist Dan Goodger. A
fresh narration by Will Towers is brought
to life by celebrity guest Oz Clarke.

Three Choirs Festival

Various locations, Hereford,

Sat 26 July - Sat 2 August

The Three Choirs is the oldest non-
competitive classical music festival in the
world.

The event brings together established
favourites of the British classical choral
tradition with works drawn from a
broader, more international musical
canvas.

Choral and orchestral concerts feature
prominently in a week-long programme
that also includes cathedral services, solo
and chamber music recitals,
masterclasses, talks, theatre, exhibitions
and walks.

The action takes place each year, on a
rotating basis, in one of three beautiful
cathedral cities, Worcester, Gloucester and
Hereford, the latter of which is hosting
this year’s proceedings.

Birmingham Festival
Choral Society

Bromsgrove School, Sun 6 July

Established in 1843
and singing a wide
variety of top-
quality choral music
from the 16th
century through to modern times,
Birmingham Festival Choral Society is
here performing a selection of folksongs
and madrigals. The programme includes
two extended song cycles by Sir John
Rutter: The Sprig Of Thyme - an
arrangement of traditional folk songs -
and Birthday Madrigals, which
incorporates settings of poems by, among
others, William Shakespeare. David
Wynne conducts; the pianist is Kevin Gill.
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The Remi Harris Blues
Rock Roadshow

Marrs Bar, Worcester, Thurs 17 July

Boasting a unique style that draws
inspiration from artists including Django
Reinhardt, Jimi Hendrix, Wes Montgomery
and Led Zeppelin, Remi Harris presents
eclectic shows that feature music which
ranges from the acoustic jazz and swing of the
1930s and 4os, through to the psychedelic
rock and blues of the 1960s and 70s.

His Worcester stop-off this month sees him
focusing on the latter, paying tribute to some
of the era’s most legendary artists.

The Warwick Sessions
St Nicholas’ Park, Warwick, Wed 2 - Sun 6 July

This series of flagship events brings ‘global
names from the world of pop to the Midlands’
across a five-day period.

The Warwick Sessions kicks off with
headliners Train (with special guests
Squeeze) on Wednesday 2 July. Beverley
Knight and Will Young take to the stage the
following evening (Thursday the 3rd), with
The Stranglers (with special guests Buzzcocks
and Skids) performing on Friday the 4th.
Craig David Presents TS5 on the Saturday, and
Elbow (with special guests Baxter Dury and
Hamish Hawk) bring the sessions to a close
on Sunday the 6th.

a

n

Orua

The Tin at The Coal Vaults, Coventry,

Fri 25 July

Significant players on Brazil’s music scene,
Rio de Janeiro-based band Orua mix the
electric pulses of deconstructed guitars over
a mesmerising groove, producing music
which takes both audience and band into a
collective trance. Led by critically acclaimed
guitarist & producer Lé Almeida, their
sound is a quirky blend of lo-fi indie rock,

krautrock, noise, afrobeat and Brazilian
influences.
“I believe very strongly in the power of

- music, both as a healing power and as
- therapy,” Lé told Psychedelic Baby

magazine. “Orud’s concerts stir up a lot of
energy, and that moves me a lot. It makes
me think very carefully about what to say in

- my lyrics... There is a lot of resistance in
- Orud’s music, and I try to make this
. resistance make sense to other people. I see

this clearly at the shows.”

Wet Leg

hmv Empire, Coventry, Tues 22 July

Rhian Teasdale and Hester Chambers each
wear a small gold necklace made by Hester.
One of the necklaces reads Wet; the other,
Leg. Prior to the 2021 release of debut single
Chaise Longue, those necklaces would have
been cryptic to almost everyone else - but a
lot has changed in the last four years...
Now the greatly deserving recipients of Brit,
Ivor Novello and Grammy awards, Rhian,
Hester and their band continue to go from
strength to strength.

This month’s Coventry show sees them
launching sophomore album Moisturizer.

Jack Broadbent

Temperance, Leamington Spa, Fri 25 July

Jack Broadbent’s fanbase is huge, ever-
growing, and includes legendary
keyboardist & singer-songwriter Bill Payne.
“Jack’s playing is superb,” says Bill, in
waxing lyrical about the man who’s been
hailed ‘the master of the slide guitar’. “[He
shows] an almost reckless abandon when he
gets revved up. He is performing on the
edge, and if he falls, so be it. The pieces will
not break. Jack can whisper or shout in

equal order with a power and sensitivity
that speak volumes. Embrace his music...
You will be amply awarded.”

Kathryn Tickell and The
Darkening

Huntingdon Hall, Worcester, Sat 19 July

Growing up in Northumbria, with a father
who was an acclaimed performer of the
songs of the area, Kathryn Tickell’s musical
path was more or less chosen for her.
Nowadays a folk-scene veteran, she here
joins forces with three other North-East
England-based musicians (and Dr Stef
Conner from Cambridge) to present a
concert that explores the connecting threads
of music, landscape and people over a
period of almost 2000 years.
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Jimmy Carr

Civic Hall, Wolverhampton, Sat 12 July;
Utilita Arena Birmingham, Wed 10 December
Jimmy Carr’s comedy is all about quickfire,
deadpan one-liners - so many of them, in
fact, that he’s not sure whether their content
actually matters all that much: “People don’t
really remember the individual jokes I tell
because I tell such a lot of them. What they
do remember is how those jokes make them
feel.”

Jimmy is a comedian for whom no subject is
off limits: “I’ll talk about anything as long as
1 feel the joke justifies it. Sure, it may cause
controversy - but then controversy is an easy
story on a slow-news day. And I never
apologise for jokes. After all, I'm not making
a serious political statement, I'm just trying
to make somebody laugh.”

Lucy Beaumont

Lichfield Garrick, Wed 16 July; Birmingham
Town Hall, Wed 10 December; Warwick Arts
Centre, Coventry, Thurs 11 December

“I started out acting
but quickly realised I
needed to try
something else,”
says Hull-born comic
Lucy Beaumont, who
was diagnosed with
ADHD a couple of years back and more
recently separated from her husband and
fellow comedian, Jon Richardson. “I’ve had
all sorts of humorous things happen to me
in my life, so I thought it made sense to see
how I’d do at being funny.”

Jonny Cole

Dudley Town Hall, Fri 4 July; Walsall Arena,
Fri 11 July

“It’s difficult for me r

to put my brand of

comedyintoan

industry-standard

soundbite,” says

local comedian

Jonny Cole. “There

are a lot of people who love Black Country
humour and who’d love to go into a rough &
ready Black Country pub just to listen to the
banter - and that’s exactly what I do. I've
absorbed Black Country humour the whole
of my life. I take it out of that pub - where
people wouldn’t dare go, in case they got
their teeth knocked out - and I put it into a
safe, controlled environment where they
can enjoy it.”

Mark Watson

The Hub at St Mary’s, Lichfield, Fri 18 July; Foxlowe Arts Centre, Staffs, Fri 26 September;
Midlands Arts Centre (MAC), Birmingham, Sat 27 September; Royal Spa Centre, Leamington Spa,
Wed 1 - Thurs 2 October; Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, Sun 2 November

Well established on the UK comedy circuit,
Mark Watson was born in Bristol to Welsh
parents and initially delivered his act with a
Welsh accent, claiming he felt “more
comfortable talking in a voice that I didn't
quite recognise as my own”.

“Comedy is certainly a time-consuming

element of my life,” he admits, “but then
while I'm out touring and on stage, there are
people at home doing far less glamorous
things. There have certainly been times when
I've been very happy to say, ‘Of course I'd like
to stay and help out with that plumbing
crisis, but the Midlands awaits!””

Shrewsbury International Comedy Festival

Theatre Severn and various other venues across Shrewsbury, Wed 9 - Sun 13 July

As well as being a hotbed of food and folk
music, Shrewsbury in recent times has also
become a centre of comedy excellence,
thanks to this hugely popular event. Five of
the town’s venues will be co-hosting the
festival, which offers top-drawer comedians
the chance to preview their new material in
readiness for the Edinburgh Festival.

As on previous occasions, the 2025 edition of
the five-day laugh-in is brought to a close
with a special gala event at Theatre Severn,

with this year’s line-up of laughter merchants

- comprising Troy Hawke, Lindsey Santoro, Tez

Ilyas and Scott Bennett (pictured above).

. Other comedians contributing to the festival
* include Abandoman, Scott Bennett, Tony

Law, Sally-Anne Hayward, Ignacio Lopez,

- Frankie Munroe, Dave Chawner and Stella

Graham.
Terry Christian, one-time presenter of cult

. television series The Word, also puts in an

appearance.
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by Steve Adams

Comedian and QI star Alan Davies is back on tour for the first time in a decade - and the first time since
the publication of an extraordinary memoir detailing his traumatic childhood. It’s good to get back to
doing the thing that really defines him, he tells What’s On...

It’s hard not to like Alan Davies. The Essex-
born comedian is hugely engaging company,
quick to laugh as well as mull over the ups,
downs, complexities and absurdities of life.
Which is especially gratifying in the wake of
Just Ignore Him, his astonishingly candid
second memoir that was published in 2020
and contained shocking revelations about his
difficult childhood. The mother he adored
died when he was six years old, he never got
on with his two siblings - spending many
family events as something of an outcast -
and most alarmingly of all, he was sexually
molested by his father.

The book is a tough read (“hard going but
worth it” for writer and reader alike, says its
author) but has been acclaimed for its
candour and honesty. It has also been lauded
for providing an insight into how such abuse
manifests itself in the behaviour of the victim,
something that has prompted many others to
reach out, he says.

“A lot of people have been in touch with me
who have had similar experiences and said
very nice things about the book,” he says. “I
was told this would happen - that once
launched into the world, it would develop a
life of its own. I feel quite glad that I did it.”
Even though the book contains many
moments of (mostly dark) humour, the
content is hardly material for comedy
routines - but does the very fact that it exists
inform his new stand-up show, Think Ahead,
which he’s touring in the autumn?

“It does a bit, because I now feel able, just a
little bit, to address some of the things that
happened to me as a kid, and also to talk
about the sort of stand-up comedian I am
nowadays, as opposed to what I was in my
20s, and why I did the things I did then and
how I am now.”

In some ways, Alan will no longer be the
same person to those who have read the book
and/or know the story.

“Perhaps that’s right; I'll see how it goes. Lots
of [the show] is about my life now - the byline
is that I spend more time in the pharmacy
than the gym, and the title is about the

i up, what the future holds and so on.”

. So ‘Think Ahead’ isn’t the sort of arbitrary

| title comedians typically give their shows just
. toappease an agent with a poster to design?

“There’s always an element of that, and it’s

. always inevitable because it’s unusual that

. you’re gonna be naming a show that’s fully

© written, so it’s necessarily got to be a little

. open ended. I actually use the phrase ‘think

- ahead’ in one of the routines, and when I was
. tinkering with ideas, it’s the one that stuck.

Pithy and to the point!”

. It’s been 10 years since Alan last went out on

tour, a gap almost identical to the one he left
between stand-up stints in the early

. noughties. [ wondered if it reflected a

- love/hate relationship with his craft, but it

| turns out he’s largely been focused on other
. things.

| “We had a third child nine years ago and

. things got pretty busy at home. I was still

gigging when he was born, and then Idid a

- Creative Writing MA at Goldsmiths College,

- and although it was part-time, I spent a

- couple of years on that. It’s where I began to
. write Just Ignore Him. I carried on writing

- that, and then Covid happened - everything
. closed, and when I put the book out, I

couldn’t do any book festivals or

- appearances.
| “I got back on the horse a little bit when

things started opening up, and then [

. thought sh*t, I'm 60 next year, [ better get out
. there.”

. Speaking of which, does he find returning to

. the stage nerve-wracking, or is it more like

. riding a bike?

“It’s a bit of both. I know it’ll be alright. I've

got loads of material, and ideas for more. I'm
. going to book an opening act this time,

- whichisn’t something I did on the last two

. tours, which meant I ended up on stage two

- hours a night, and that was too much - too

- much for the audience, never mind me.

“So I'll do 70 to 8o minutes, and it should be
- a good night and everyone will go home

- happy. But there are always nerves - and you

. look at the tour dates and think ‘Oh my God
inevitable thinking ahead you do as you reach :

the second half of your life... children growing . have negative thoughts, but I know that once

that’s a lot of travelling about.” So you can

I get on stage with the mic in my hand, I feel
very at home. It’s very much what I see
myself as - a comedian.”

The show’s content is also very much about
where he is now (he turns 60 next March)
and will be “relatable for people of a certain
age” he says.

“I’'ve noticed my audience is growing up with
me. I did a show recently in Milton Keynes
and a phone went off, an alarm on a phone. I
could see someone rummaging about,
desperately trying to turn it off, and I said ‘Is
that alarm to remind you to take your
medication?’ And the woman said ‘Yes, it is.’
That got such a big laugh, but I knew that

. was my audience.”
. That said, he’s quick to point out “it’s not an

OAP’s show,” and he’ll constantly be on the

. lookout for new material to help it evolve.
 “You're always hoping something new comes

along - a new thought or a new line you can
add in. I find most things funny, and the

i process of accumulating material is to jot
- down anything you hear or see that’s funny.

But you must write it down or you won’t

. remember it - the worst thing for a comedian
. is to think of something funny and then

forget it.”

. And while his three children provide an
. increasingly useful source of inspiration for
. material, he admits it’s largely in terms of

attitude rather than specific behaviour.

. “I've got a routine I'm working on about kids
' parachuting and me nagging them about

whether they’ve checked their "chutes

. properly.” He adopts a sullen teenager voice
. and says ‘yeah yeah’. “And then, when they

jump out of the plane, they’'ve forgotten to
pack it. And of course they leave the door

. open behind them. I've just thought of that
- while we’re talking, so [ better write that
- down.”

There he goes, thinking ahead as ever.

. Alan Davies plays The Alexandra,

Birmingham, on Monday 29 September
and Victoria Hall, Stoke-on-Trent, on

. Friday 17 October
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Mary Poppins Birmingham Hippodrome, Wed 16 July - Sat 23 August

Everybody’s favourite magical nanny is opening her umbrella and
flying back into the Midlands!

PL Travers’ popular fictional character has been a global superstar
since Julie Andrews brought her to life in Walt Disney’s hugely
successful 1964 movie. Not surprisingly, the success of the film led to
a stage version - albeit some 40 years later - and Disney and Cameron

Bat Out Of Hell

Regent Theatre, Stoke-on-Trent, Mon 30 June - Sat 5 July;
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, Mon 14 - Sat 19 July

A loose retelling of Peter Pan, this Jim Steinman/Meat Loaf
extravaganza unfolds in a Manhattan of the future - one which has
been turned into a desolate wasteland and is lorded over by a
ruthless dictator named Falco. The evil tyrant is determined to
rebuild the city by destroying disused tunnels and subways which
have become residential areas for the homeless community. But a
group of kids whose DNA is permanently frozen - meaning they will
be 18 years of age forever - are equally determined to thwart his
dastardly plans...
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Mackintosh’s award-winning musical has been doing great business
in theatres across the world ever since.

The show’s timeless score includes the songs Jolly Holiday, Step In
Time, Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious and Feed The Birds. New
songs and additional music & lyrics are provided by the Olivier
Award-winning British team of George Stiles and Anthony Drewe.

War Horse The Alexandra, Birmingham, Thurs 10 - Sat 19 July

War Horse was described as the theatrical event of the decade when it
opened in the West End in 2009, since which time it has won
numerous coveted awards and continued to garner great praise.
Based on Michael Morpurgo’s hugely popular 1982 novel and
presented by the National Theatre, the show is best known for its life-
sized horses, which are operated to astonishing effect by South
Africa’s Handspring Puppet Company.

The story revolves around the character of a young man named Albert
and his horse, Joey, who is sold to the cavalry and shipped to France
at the beginning of the First World War. Joey’s subsequent adventures
lead to him finding himself alone in No Man’s Land. But Albert is in
no mood to give up on his beloved companion, and sets out to find
him and take him home to Devon...















































































































































